The article deals with the achievement of the Belarusian scientific thought in the last 20 years in the field of military policy research, military cooperation, and partnership with Russia.
H i s t or i a i Pol it y k a • No. 14 (21)/2 015
Pa p e r s national political, economic, and military research. The main theoretical problem for Belarusian specialists, in our view, was the prioritization of the foreign policy, in general, to develop a frame of reference on the place of Belarus in the world and, consequently, the role of the military component in state building.
Scientific research of Belarusian historians, political scientists, politicians, military analysts, and other experts, in one way or another relating to issues of military policy, can be divided into several groups. Research of the first group covers general issues of international relations, foreign policy, and security. Among the group of authors, we would like to highlight: A. Rozanov (А. Розанов), V. Senko (В. Сенько), A. Chelyadinskyi (А. Челядінський), V. Ulanovich (В. Уланович), etc. It is also worth to note a collective work National and State Interests of the Republic of Belarus 1 . In the study, the authors conclude that the optimal way for Belarus should be a multidirectional foreign policy and that geopolitical interests of the Republic of Belarus require constant balance between European and Eurasian political, economic, and military space. Researcher V. Ulahovich, Head of the Center for International Studies of the Belarusian State University, in his book Formation Bases of the External Policy of the Republic of Belarus (1991 Belarus ( -2005 explores the theoretical bases of the foreign policy of the Republic of Belarus and foreign policy in general. The book provides an overview of the formation of diplomacy of the Republic of Belarus, development of foreign policies; particularly, the researcher focuses on the policy of neutrality of Belarus. In particular, the author notes: "we agree that the idea of neutrality is not unshakeable, we should, however, recognize the phenomenon of the idea of stability in the political life of the country. This idea, enshrined in a number of official documents of the first half of the 90s ...., and confirmed in the following documents nationwide" 2 . The author, however, notes that a number of politicians and experts point to this idea as utopian, because in today's world, it narrows maneuvering room in proceedings requiring a more flexible, free diplomatic line.
The second group of studies presented are works by Belarusian scientists dealing with the Euro-Atlantic direction of Belarus policy. We would like to highlight the works of: A. Rozanov (А. . The author explores both the background and the whole range of contemporary issues of cooperation in the field of defense, defense industry, and the legal framework. It is concluded that for nearly two decades the military and defense implications in the integration process of Belarus and Russia are the key components, which guarantees the sovereignty and security of both countries.
Belarusian military expert Alexander Alyesin productively engaged in the issues of military construction, arms trade, military cooperation, and so on. Many of his publications in the Belarusian and Russian press help to more clearly understand the processes in the Belarusian army and the military-industrial complex (MIC) 13 . In particular, the expert reasonably believes that the Belarusian army is 48 H i s t or i a i Pol it y k a • No. 14 (21)/2 015
Pa p e r s a major force in our region, with good discipline, good training and good physical conditions. Military service specialists have an opportunity not to recruit but to select applicants for military service. Only one out of eight youths in the military age is drafted into military forces. We believe that by the sum of published materials and professional training, Mr. Alyesin today is a major public expert on army building.
Also political columnist Pavlyuk Bykovskyy should be noted for his article
Military-technical Relations between Belarus and Russia
14 . He analyzed this aspect of the relations between the two countries quite deeply, using a number of sources. The author notes that the cooling of the integration process after the end of the Boris Yeltsin's leadership and conflicts caused by the rising prices for Russian energy resources for Belarus make doubtful the question whether the militarytechnical cooperation between the two countries will develop further. 16 as a detailed analysis of problems in that area. The author, in addition to presenting the military relations in the Union State, describes in detail the cooperation in military technical field with other countries, in particular with China, UAE, etc.
In general, this article is not a complete, but rather a representative overview of the Belarusian historiography on the subject. In our view, studies of military
